CITY OF SCHULENBURG

SCHULENBURG, TEXAS

OCTOBER 03, 2011

The City Council of the City of Schulenburg met in regular session on Monday, October 03, 2011, at 7:00 P.M. at the Council Chambers, 607 Upton Avenue, Schulenburg, Texas.  Elected officials present included Mayor Moellenberndt and Aldermen Gresser, Behlen, Fowlkes, Rehak and Kopecky.  City Staff present included City Administrator Don Doering, Melissa Shepard and Chief of Police Troy Brenek.  Visitors included Harvey Hercik, Andy Behlen, Lisa Mederos and Chance Warrick. 

Alderman Behlen made a motion, seconded by Alderman Rehak to accept the minutes.
Under Presentations By Citizens, Alderman Fowlkes thanked Harvey Hercik for the car show and anniversary celebration.  He noted that it was good for the community.
Mr. Hercik thanked the City for allowing them to close Anderson Street in front of his business.  It was a beautiful day and several people asked him to do it again.
Mayor Moellenberndt stated that he and Mr. Doering attended the TML Region 10 meeting last Wednesday in Bastrop.  They have a new convention center that was used as their command center during the wildfire disaster.  They used Hotel-Motel Tax money to build the $5 million facility. 
Municipal Court Judge, Dan Taber’s monthly docket report was presented.  Council approved.
Chief of Police, Troy Brenek, presented his monthly report. Council approved.  Chief Brenek also reported that on Thursday, September 29th, Fayette County was advised of a deceased female found near the Bastrop County line near Smithville.  They believed that the act had been committed in Schulenburg and a possible suspect is being questioned. 
Council appreciates the good working relationship with other departments.

During Reports from Officers, City Administrator, Don Doering submitted the following written report.
   -A written summary from the Public Works Department is attached.

   -A written report from the Library is attached.

   -Met with city employees individually to complete employment surveys and getting to know each of them better.
   -Steve Mays is no longer employed by the City.
   -Two employees received written reprimands this past week for improper conduct.
   -Monte Akers is working on a legal procedure to continue with the annexation and zoning for the Contech property.

   -Schulenburg Sticker Staff Writer, Deborah Kunkel has tendered her resignation.
   -On September 20th, met with Chance Warrick from TD Water Resources to discuss a written proposal to sell treated waste water to them.
   -On September 20th, met with Clayte Adkins from Omimex Petroleum to request a written proposal to sell treated waster water to them.
   -On September 20th, attended EDC meeting.
   -On September 22nd, conducted Department Head meeting.

   -On September 23rd, attended tour of Contech facility and participated in Steel Day event.

   -On September 27th, attended Fayette County Mayors’ Luncheon with Mayor Moellenberndt.

   -On September 28th, attended Texas Municipal League meeting in Bastrop with Mayor Moellenberndt.

   -On September 29th, met with Don Chovanec from LCRA to discuss various subjects.

Electric Department activities included:
   -Set new service pole and hung new transformer for new customer in St. John area.
   -Set 3 new poles, ran primary and hung new transformer for another new customer in the same area.
   -Started upgrades to line in Meadow Creek behind 106 Meadow Creek Drive.  Set steel pole and added new transformer.
   -Working with LCRA on system survey of distribution grid in Schulenburg.  Worked on repairing a couple of issues found during survey.
Water Department activities included:

   -Replaced Curb Stops & Water Meters at various locations.
   -Met with O’Malley about route of transmission line from Well #13 to Main Pump Station and also about Chlorine System.
   -Sent letter to TCEQ regarding inspection at water plants showing corrections to plants.
   -Schulenburg hosted Valve & Hydrant School 9/27 – 9/29.  

    Schulenburg (6) and other communities (8) in attendance.




Per Day Average

High
31 days – July 

1,006,000


1,325,000

31 days – August

   983,000


1,263,000

28 days – September
   893,000


1,548,000

Note: DFA slowed production about the 3rd week of August

Sewer Department activities included:

   -Babylon Sewer Plant – Racetrack floor is poured and starting on walls.
   -Headworks 3/4 complete
Street Department activities included:

   -Continued to work on Kellett Street removing old curb and cutting out street to grade.
   -Hauled limestone on Kellett Street to set grade for new curb.
   -Began installing new curb on Monday and started to backfill curb.
   -Attended Water Class 9/27 – 9/29 (Ronnie Bohac & David Osina)

Schulenburg Public Library activities included:

   -The library provided AP Lectures to the students taking advanced English classes at Schulenburg High School.  These lectures were over the summer reading assignments that the students had.  The school bussed the students to the library.  Conduct and attention of the students was and is to be commended.  Lectures were based on professional criticism found in the Gale Data base.

   -The library will start collecting data for the next round of ERATE grants.  The grant for 2011-2012 has been approved.  We will receive anywhere from $800 to $1000.  The data that is being gathered is for 2012-2013.

    -Work has begun on a current technology plan.  It needs to be updated and certified by the State Library to receive the ERATE grant.  Target completion date is Mid-November.

Chance Warrick, representing TD Water Resource Management, stated that they are interested in entering into a contract with the City for purchasing treated waste water.

In summary, TD proposes the following:

· TD would pay for the City an Option Fee each year for 5 years for the option to purchase the entire effluent from the City’s Publically Owned Treatment Works, with the option to renew after each 5 year period.

· The Option Fee would be equal to $1.67 per thousand gallons multiplied by 1% of the total effluent from the POTW which under current conditions would amount to approximately $2,803.93 per year.

· After paying the Option Fee, TD would have the right, but not the obligation, to purchase all or a portion of the treated effluent for $1.67 per thousand gallons for any and all of the treated effluent for which it takes delivery.  If TD took all of the current effluent, the amount equals approximately $280,393.00 a year paid to the City.

· The City would provide all necessary authorizations or easements necessary for TD, at no cost to the City, to build the infrastructure necessary to meter and pump treated effluent from the POTW into the force main and then into storage tanks.
· The City would retain and comply with discharge permits for each of the POTWs and discharge any effluent that TD did not take under the terms of those permits and modify the permit if required by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).

· The City and TD would both be required to obtain approval from the TCEQ for the intended reuse of the treated effluent and comply with the monitoring and record keeping requirements of the TCEQ’s water reuse rules.
TD was created because its founders see an ever growing demand for water in the South Texas and Central Texas regions, which is putting a strain on fresh water resources.  TD is a small water supply service company which will purchase treated waste water and sell it to customers for uses that do not require high purity water, including oil and gas production, thermo electric power generation, agricultural production and other industrial uses.

The proposed project would bring economic development to the Schulenburg area through the creation of jobs, and stimulation of the local economy through TD’s customers and transporters use of other local businesses.  In addition, the project will provide direct cash input in the form of payments to the City of Schulenburg for purchase of the waste water.

Alderman Fowlkes stated there is a concern that this drought will last until 2020.  We are not sure at this time where the treated waste water will be needed.
We should not enter into a contract with one company.  It may be better used in local industry, including our farmers.

Alderman Behlen agreed that he hates to tie it up with a 5 year lease.

Council agreed to allow Mr. Doering and TD Water Resource to negotiate a possible lease.

City Council discussed the setting of Public Hearing dates for annexation and re-zoning of 6.294 acres in the Kessiah Crier League, A-38, the address of which is 97 Black Street, for which petition for annexation was submitted by Contech Construction Products.

Alderman Fowlkes reported that Contech’s Corporate Office did not decide to be annexed into the City limits first.

Alderman Behlen showed some concern about the possibility of the Planning & Zoning Commission not rezoning, after they are annexed in because the neighbors decide they do not want it.

We will do this according to our attorney’s schedule and see what happens.

Mr. Doering stated that if it is already being used as industrial, it will be hard to deny the rezoning.
Harvey Hercik, representing the Planning & Zoning Commission as a board member, asked if the City does not have extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) how can it be zoned before it is annexed.

Mr. Doering stated that the city has ETJ on subdivisions to object on anything inappropriate. 
Alderman Fowlkes made a motion to set two back to back annexation public hearings for Monday, October 17th, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Alderman Kopecky seconded it, which was adopted unanimously.

Alderman Behlen made a motion to pay the bills.  Alderman Gresser seconded it, which was adopted unanimously. 

Alderman Kopecky made motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 P.M.  The motion passed unanimously.

Passed and approved this 17 day of October, 2011







________________________________






       Mayor Roger Moellenberndt

Attest: 

________________________


______________________
City Secretary




City Secretary

