09/06/2011

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Schulenburg met in regular session on Tuesday, September 6, 2011, at 6:30 P.M. at the Council Chambers, 607 Upton Avenue, Schulenburg, Texas, 78956, Fayette County.  Elected officials present included Mayor Moellenberndt and Aldermen Gresser, Behlen, Fowlkes, Rehak and Kopecky.  City Staff present included City Administrator, Don Doering, City Attorney Monte Akers, Candace Berger, Tami Walker, Marvin Wick and Chief of Police Troy Brenek.  Visitors present included, Zoning Board of Adjustments Chairman Alana Wyatt, member Delores Trojacek, Food Pantry Representatives, Ronnie Herzik, Kathy Quinlan and Ryan Wotipka, Harvey and Rita Hercik, Arlen Berger, Ivan Velasquez and Debra Kunkel of the Schulenburg Sticker.
Mayor Moellenberndt called the meeting to order with Council members Gresser, Rehak and Kopecky present.  Candace Berger led the group in prayer followed by Mayor Moellenberndt leading the pledge.

Alderman Rehak sited an error in the previous meeting minutes and requested a change in paragraph 14 to state “Alderman Rehak made amotion to assisst Mr. langhamer with a chip sealing only 850’ of Heinrich and 650’ of East Avenue for a estimated cost of $25,000.  Alderman Kopecky seconded it.”  With that correction, Alderman Rehak made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to accept the minutes as corrected.  The motion passed.
Under Public Petitions, Mayor Moellenberndt wished to best to the all the local areas and departments fighting wild fires and publicly extended Schulenburg’s assistance where needed.

During Reports from Standing Committees, Alana Wyatt, Chairman of the Zoning Board of Adjustments presented their approved application for setback vairances for the Glenn Ahrens property for a frontside setback variance from 25’ to 16’ and a side setback variance from 6’ to 3’ for the construction of a carport.

Under Reports from Officers, Municipal Court Judge Dan Taber’s report was presented.  Chief of Police Troy Brenek’s report was available in the folders for review and questions.  Chief Brenek announced the Schulenburg PD had extended their helping hand to area agencies if additional resources are needed with the wildfires.

Alderman Kopecky joined the meeting at 6:36 P.M.

City Administrator Don Doering continued with his Reports from Officers as followed.  Mr. Doering also stated that his written report was submitted in the folders but highlighted that he extended assistance to Fire Chief Dennis Lebeda if needed; invited council members to to join him and Mayor Moellenberndt in attending the TML Area meeting on Wednesday, September 28th; and that on August 13th the city’s 500,000 water tank was cleaned by underwater divers so that the tank would not have to be drained – a DVD is available for viewing.  Alderman Kopecky questioned the lighting in the railroad parking lot which has not been working.  Marvin Wick will check the timers.  Administator Doehing also asked city council to consider giving him and Mayor Moellenberndt the authority to negotiate with LCRA on the purchase of the Well 13 property and sanitary control easement.  
His report included the following items:

   -Staff has completed the installation of 640 feet of 6” diameter c-900 water pipek ran 1” service and set a meter for the Contech II Annexation.

   -Staff installed 3 well flow meters as directed by TCEQ during the last annual inspeciton.

   -Met with Sharon Hoogendorn from SISD to discuss cooperating with SISD concerning the use of the Civic Center for their One-Act play competition.

   -Met with Becky Motal, LCRA’s new General Manager.

   -Attended Texas Water Utilities Association meeting in the Civic Center.

   -Attended retirement lunch for Debi Holz.

   -Met with Chance Warrick of TD Water Resource to discuss a proposal to purchase the City’s waste water.

   -Met with Ben Sustr from Herman Sons to discuss various subjects.

Operation’s Manager MarvinWick’s report was also available in the folders and open to questions.  It included the following Electric Department information:
   -Brian and I attended the LCRA STORM meeting on August 18th.  

   -We replaced two pole on the Moravia line and ran three new spans of primary to a new wataer well and future house in that area.

   - Replaced a pole on East Avenue across from the city warehouse that went down during the little storm that came through on the 24th.

   -Set a pole and hung a transformer on Black Street and ran a service for Contech.

   -Helped replace two pumps at the Babylon sewer plant.

Water Department information included the following activities:

   -Repaired 6” water line leaks on East Avenue, Summit Street, Demel Avenue and Meadow Creek.

   -Also repaired two 1: water line leaks on South Main Street and the corner of South Street and Kellett Avenue.

   -Worked on cleaning the fence line at Henderson Hill Pump House.

Street Department information included the following activities:

   -Continue to work on Kellett Street from Black Street to Kallus Street – removed the old curb and driveways and cut street to grade.

   -Put new curb in place and backfilled with limestone and top soil.

  -Helped water department extend the 6” water line for Contech.

   -Helped the county pave on Thursday with two trucks and drivers.

H & H Automotive Supply owners, Harvey and Rita Hercik, requested city council’s permission to Anderson Streeet from Upton Avenue to East Boundary of 520 Anderson Street on Saturday, October 1st from 7 AM to 3 PM for the purpose of a 50th Anniversary Celebration and Classic Car Show.  Mr. Hercik outlined the events planned for the ocassion and invited everyone at the meeting to come by participate, even display a classic car if you have one, enjoy some food and fellowship.  He thanked everyone, especially the city, for the local support in the past and his hope to continue to serve the city. Alderman Fowlkes made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to grant the street closing request.  The motion passed unanimously.
Alderman Kopecky made a motion, seconded by Alderman Fowlkes to set two public hearing for the annexation of Contech products 6.294 acres to be known as Contech II Subdivision and to be zoned Heavy Industrial  for Monday, September 19, 2011 at 6:30 PM with the second public hearing commencing after the completion of the first public hearing.  City Attorney address the legality of this process by saying that if someone objected to the consecutive public hearings, they must do so by written protest.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Alderman Fowlkes made a motion, seconded by Alderman Kopecky to pass a resolution changing East Street located on the east side of the original Contech Annexation to Contech Avenue.  The motion passed unanimously.

Alderman Behlen joined the meeting at 6:46 PM.

Alderman Rehak made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to grant Mayor Moellenberndt and City Administrator Don Doering the authority to negotiate with LCRA on the Well #13 deed and sanitary control easement.  The motion passed unanimously.

Representatives of the Schulenburg Food Panty were present to answer questions concerning the proposed expansion of the Civic Center for their use.  Administrator Don Doering addressed the council by presenting a draft Memorandum of Understanding by and between the City of Schulenburg, Texas and the Schulenburg Area Food Panty outlining responsibility’s of each party and designating points of contact for each party.  The memorandum was recommended and drafted by City Attorney Monte Akers. The proposed project cost is $190,000.00 of which the Board of Directors of the Food Panty have raised through donations and grants approximately $160,000.00.  Alderman Fowlkes expressed his disappointment in the new city budget not having included any funds for the construction of the food pantry and sidewalk project.  In a previous meeting, the city council voted to perform the site work (pad) for the project and donate the water and sewer taps.  Alderman Behlen estimated this cost to be approximately $6,000.00.  Spokesperson Ryan Wotipka submitted a proposal for the city to consider.  Council agreed that Option D would be their participation choice; however, since the city does not have a licensed plumber on staff they fear problems from local licensed plumbers regarding a non-license person performing the work.  City Council then opted to discuss giving the Food Pantry and specified amount of money to use how they see fit.  Alderman Fowlkes still believed there was enough money to finish the project in the current budget but other members agreed with putting a dollar amount toward the project and then possibility providing additional inkind services if needed.  Alderman Behlen made a motion, seconded by Alderman Fowlkes to donate $10,000.00 towards the project in both supplies and inkind services in addition to the sitework and pad and tapping fees already approved for this project.  The motion passed unanimously.
Alderman Kopecky made a motion, seconded Alderman Gresser to accept the resolution providing that the terms of the Fayette County Appraisal District Board of Directors be staggered.  The motion passed unanimously.
Alderman Kopecky made a motion, seconded by Alderman Fowkes to authorize Melissa Shepard and Megan Bartos for ACH (Automated Clearning House) transactions at Fayetteville Bank for customers with bank drafting.  The motion passed unanimously.

Alderman Rehak made a motion, seconded by Alderman Kopecky to accept an engagement letter for autidting services with Belt Harris Pechacek for the fiscal year ending September 20, 2011 for a fee of $18,000.00.  They would like to start spot checking in September.  Last year’s fee started at $21,000.00 but in the end, the fee was $24,000.00.  The motion passed unanimously.

Alderman Rehak made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to accepta resolution regarding a finance contract for the purpose of procuring “COPSYNC EQUIPMENT.”  Under this program the officer will be able to run license plates and driver’s licenses without going through dispatch.  It also entitles them to alerts and GPS information.  The officers will also receive automatic ticket writers.  The cost of the program is $46,000.00 plus 3.9% interest beginning with a four year payout with the 2012-2013 budget.  City Attorney Monte Akers also submitted an analysis of the program stresssing to the council that once they approve the program, they are locked in for four years and cannot terminate the agreement.  The program will be up and running in November.  The motion passed unanimously.
Alderman Kopecky made a motion, seconded by Alderman Rehak to enter into an interlocal agreeement between the Schulenburg Police Department and County of Hall providing access to the Texas law Enforcement Telecommunications Systems.  If a system closer becomes available, the PD will transfer to the local agency.  The motion passed unanimously.

Alderman Fowlkes made a motion, seconded by Alderman Rehak to pay a bill submitted by Alderman Behlen.  The motion passed with Aldermen Gresser, Fowlkes, Rehak and Kopecky voting to pay the bill and Alderman Behlen abstaining from the vote.
Alderman Behlen made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to approve the payment of current bills.  The motion passed unanimously.

At 7:21 PM, the City Council adjourned into Executive Session pursuant to Section 551.071 and 551.074, Texas Government Code, to seek legal advice from the city attorney regarding contemplated or pending litigation in regard to Sylvia Gabler and options related to current personnel issues, including the employment, duties, discipline, reassignment, evaluation or dismissal of Steven Mays.

At the conclusion of executive session, Mayor Moellenbrndt directed City Administrator Don Doering and City Attorney Monte Akers to proceed as directed with personnel matters.

Alderman Kopecky made a motion, seconded by Alderman Gresser to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 PM.
